
Lungren Says, “SCHIP Must Serve Poor Children First”

Washington, DC - Congressman Dan Lungren (R-CA) today voted against a Senate bill brought
before the House of Representatives which would significantly alter the current State Children’s
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  Lungren released the following statement:      

  

“As a long time supporter of the original SCHIP concept, I was deeply disappointed by the vote
in the House today which dramatically moved away from our focus on meeting the needs
of poor children.

  

“This bill completely distorts the purpose of the SCHIP program by focusing on enrolling
higher-income kids rather than low-income uninsured kids.  At a time when as many as
one-fourth of the eligible poor children are not enrolled in the program our focus should be on
enrolling them.  However, instead of fulfilling the original mandate of the program this legislation
will expand coverage for higher income children and even adults.  In fact the Congressional
Budget Office estimates that one-half of the new enrollees under the expansion of SCHIP and
Medicaid eligibility already have private health insurance.

  

“Now - when both the federal government and State of California are experiencing budgetary
meltdowns - is not the time to eliminate the verification requirements in current law requiring
evidence that those seeking help from taxpayers are legally present in the United States.

  

"This is not the same program that has had such broad support from the American public.  We
must not walk away from our commitment to helping poor kids first.”
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